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Opening Fabricated Mulch Around Trees 

To prevent girdling, it is recommended that slits be elongated in the third year after the 

trees and mulch have been planted and installed.  For best results, make it a yearly habit 

to go out and review your trees, mulch and take note of the condition of the trees.  

Always be on the lookout for signs of insects or disease, in the form of holes in the trunk, 

large spherical growths along the branches, hollow spots on the main trunk, and open 

ounds from the bark splitting.  

 

 

PH OT O ON E:  TH IS  1 5  YE A R O LD  

SIL VE R M AP LE S HO W S T HE  

SY M PT OM S OF  G I RD LIN G SU C H A S 

MUL TI - ST EM S AT TH E BA SE ,  

SU C KE R S C OM IN G O UT F R OM TH E 

TR U NK,  A ND  I S  A C T UA LLY  S TA R TI NG 

TO G RO W  IN TO  T HE MUL C H.   I F  T HI S  

TR EE DO E S N OT  H AV E T HE MU L CH 

C UT B A CK  F R O M T H E BA SE  O F T HE  

TREE S OO N,  THI S  T REE COUL D DIE .    

WI TH P R O PE R P R UNI NG O VE R THE  

C OU R SE  O F 3  -  6  YE A R S T O R EM OV E 

THE  M ULTI P LE SE TM S AN D SU C KE R S,  

THI S  T R EE H AS  T HE PO TE NTI AL TO 

BE C OM E A SIN GL E S TEM ME D T R EE.  

Instructions 

These instructions are not only for the long rolls of fabric that are 

installed by the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District , but also 

for the 4’ x 4’ mats and any landscaping mulch that you may have in 

your yards or flower beds. 

The first thing you should do is remove any debris such as corn 

residue, sod, or vegetated material from the fabric, even if the debris 

is not next the tree.  The fabricated mulch will naturally breakdown 

over time by being exposed to the UVs from the sun.  Removing the 

debris will also keep your knife from going dull quickly.  

Take a sharp utility knife with hook blade or linoleum knife and 

elongate the slits as demonstrated in Diagram One 10” to 12” in the 

four directions.  Be care not to hit the bark with the blade.  You will 

need to check for the landscape staple that was put down next to the 

tree and it is best to remove that staple with a pry bar.  You can reuse 

the staple on another portion of the fabric or simply take it in to be 

resold as scrap metal. Once you have finished with the mulch, inspect 

the tree for any signs of disease, insect holes, and remove debris that 

has lodged itself within the branches.  For best results, do this 

procedure every year to make sure girdling does not occur and to 

check the health of your trees.  

 

DIA G R AM 1 :   ILL U ST R ATI ON  O F A BI R D’ S  EY E V IE W O F 

AN EV E RG R EE N T RE E WIT H FA B R I CAT ED  MU L CH  

IN STA LLE D.   T HE O R AN GE A R R O WS  D EM ON ST R AT E 

W HA T D I RE CTI O N T O E LO NG AT E T HE SL ITS  TH AT  A R E 

AL RE AD Y P RE S ENT  I N T HE F A B RI C.   T HE FI R ST 

ELO NG AT IO N WI LL O C CU R 3  Y EA R S A FT ER  T HE 

INITI AL  P LA NTI N G A ND I N ST AL LA TI O N O F T HE  

FA BRI C.   

Direction to Extend the 

Slits 

Tree Current Slits in Fabric 

The best time to open 

fabricated mulch is in 

early spring. After snow 

has melted and 

preferably after a rain to 

loosen debris from on top 

of fabricated mulch. 


